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Celebrate 100 Years
Saturday, February 15, 2020

10:00 am - Noon

The Student Center Pensacola 
State College, Building #5

1013 Underwood Ave. Pensacola, FL 

Note Location Change.  

T
his is an exciting time for all of us.

For nearly 100 years the League has stood
strong, growing into the vital force we are

today: changing our political system and
supporting millions of voters. Across the country, we continue to have impact
in all 50 states, from local communities to the halls of Congress. 

In 1920, our founder Carrie Chapman Catt believed that within five years, a
League of Women Voters could give millions of women voters a crash course
in civic engagement and launch them into the American political system. 

The League was a safe-haven for women, regardless of formal party affiliation,
to find their voices on issues that mattered to them. As one early leader
described it, the League is “like a university without walls ... whose members
enter to learn and remain to shape the curriculum.” Over the nearly 10 decades
of our existence, the League of Women Voters has applied the lessons learned
in our earliest days to engage and empower all voters. 

As we approach our 100th Anniversary we are reminded that government of
the people, by the people and for the people, cannot function without active
involvement of the people. Like our democracy, the League has been through
prosperous times and lean times and the League remains a force for change
today because our members and supporters have never lost sight of the
importance of the voice of the people.

Even more important than our celebrated past or the impact we have in the
present are the hopes and goals we have for our future. 

Join us as we celebrate the 100th birthday of the
League of Women Voters February 15th

.

http://www.lwvpba.org
http://www.facebook.com/pages/League-of-Women-Voters-of-the-Pensacola-Bay-Area/324634724259495
mailto:lwvpba@gmail.com
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Ellen Roston

The League extends condolences to Jo

Mathews on the recent death of her

father, Anthony “Tony” Claude Rouchon.

President’s Message

2020: A YEAR OF CELEBRATION
FOR LEAGUE MEMBERS

LEAGUE 100th BIRTHDAY
Leagues throughout the United States
will be celebrating the anniversary of
two significant events during 2020. The

first is the 100th Birthday of the League of Women Voters,
which was founded on February 14, 1920, to teach women
about voting. Our local League plans to celebrate with a
social occasion, featuring displays of both historical and
current activities as well as a birthday cake. Plan to join us
at Pensacola State College Student Center on Underwood
Avenue. Bring your friends!

19TH AMENDMENT RATIFICATION  
Later in the year the League will join other groups and
organizations in the area to celebrate the Centennial of the
ratification of the 19th Amendment. Following a struggle of
more than seventy years, women who were called suffragists
were finally successful in securing the vote. That struggle
for black women did not end until passage of the 1965
Voting Rights Act.

IMPLEMENTATION OF AMENDMENT 4
Although Florida voters overwhelmingly approved an
amendment to restore voting rights to ex-felons who had
paid their debt to society, the Legislature has stipulated that
all fines and fees must be paid before the individual can
vote. LWVF has joined a coalition, the Florida Rights
Restoration Commission, which was established to assist
these individuals. The League is training attorneys to go into
court to assist returning individuals www.lwvfl.org/cle/. In
turn, the former felons are assigned to those attorneys. A
program is being initiated to educate the returning
individuals directly. FRRC is collecting money to assist with
fines and fees for those who qualify. If you are interested in
donating to help pay the fines and fees, go to their website. 
The web address is https://floridarrc.com/   and look under
the section entitled Give the Gift of Democracy.  

Information online about whether a person has completed
the terms of his/her sentence.

1. Florida Department of Law Enforcement
2. Florida Commission on Offender Review
3. Florida Clerk of County Courts where the person

was convicted
4. Florida Supervisors of Election, if the person is still

unsure
5. Florida Department of Corrections

Welcome New members
    Ginny Davis Jane George

  Leslie Mondi Shari Romel

     Denise Suri
Members’ contact information is contained in the 

Membership Roster.  If you have not received the latest one

or have a  correction, contact Cathy Scott,  basketbabe at

mchsi.com or 396-5727.

League plans ahead....

T
he Nominations Committee  encourages LWVPBA
members --especially our newer members --to
consider volunteering for leadership positions. Our
younger and newer members have much to gain

from serving in a Board or an Off Board committee
position. Mentoring, encouragement, experience,
knowledge, self-awareness and confidence are just a few
things you will gain through League service. These
valuable tools will serve you well in your personal and
professional life. 

Contact a member of the Nominating committee
(Janet deLorge, ) to volunteer or make suggestions for
board members in 2020 - 2021.  Check the attached
Roster for contact information.  "

Selecting Issues of Concern
for Study or Action

P
rogram Planning for LWVPBA and LWVUS has
begun. 
The League of Women Voters is a grassroots
organization and your input is vital as we strive to

make democracy work for all of us.  Consider the
following questions:

• Who is concerned about this problem?  
• What evidence do we have that this is an issue of

concern?  
• Is there a real possibility that citizens could bring

about positive change?  
• Is this an issue of concern to a group we would

like to engage with the League?  
• Does League have particular expertise in this

area? 
• Is there a special role for League to play in

helping to resolve this issue?  
• Would people want to join League to be involved

in working on this issue?  

Please send your suggestions to Ellen Roston at
ekroston@aol.com.  Your input will help the Board to
decide on studies to recommend for adoption at the
Annual Meeting in May. "

http://www.fdle.state.fl.us/
https://www.fcor.state.fl.us/
https://www.stateofflorida.com/clerks-of-court/
https://dos.myflorida.com/elections/contacts/supervisor-of-elections/
http://www.dc.state.fl.us/
mailto:ekroston@aol.com.
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SOME POSITIVE STEPS
 ON GUN SAFETY

by Elizaeth King, Gun Safety Committee
Kinge3324@gmail.com

D
espite the constant news
about gun violence that
plagues our nation, some
positive things are occurring

on the Gun Safety front. Our
committee decided in the spirit of the
new year to focus on some of these
in this issue of The Voter.

Part of the omnibus budget approved by both houses of
Congress is a $25 M allocation for research on gun
violence. In the recent past, not only were there no funds
allocated for research but the CDC was forbidden to
undertake any research. 

During the last year a number of school and workplace
shootings were averted due to the willingness of
students, co-workers, and family members to alert
authorities.

Three more states adopted “Red Flag” laws in 2019
bringing the number to 17 states and DC.

Last year courts ruled that the families of Sandy Hook
victims could sue Remington. the manufacturer of the
guns used in the mass shooting, based on its marketing
practices.

In the 2018 elections 17 of the newly elected members of
Congress were openly opposed to the NRA and a number
of incumbents lost who had NRA support.

In the 2019 elections in Virginia the pro gun control
groups outspent the NRA and its allies 8:1,  resulting in a
number of new members supporting stricter gun
regulations being elected. The new legislature is
expected to pass some gun restrictions in 2020.

Some cities are divesting their pension funds from gun
manufactures’ stocks.

Locally Marcella Powell and Antonia
 Royster formed PROJECT UNITY

Locally Marcella Powell and Antonia Royster formed
PROJECT UNITY to lessen gun violence in minority
neighborhoods.

The state of New York is investigating whether the NRA
should lose its tax exempt status and also whether it has
violated campaign contribution regulations.

Some businesses are stepping up and addressing gun
violence. Walmart and Dick’s Sports stores are no longer
selling certain types of guns and ammunition. A growing
number of stores are requesting their customers not to carry
guns in their stores. Even NASCAR recently banned certain
types of rifles. And, Colt has announced it is ceasing to make
certain type of assault rifles for civilian use. Even if these
decisions are business ones, they are welcomed by those
concerned with gun safety.

There are a number of pro-gun safety measures before the
Florida Legislature, a number which may have a chance to
pass. These include: a proposal forbidding a concealed
weapon being carried into a daycare facility (HB 245) and a
requirement that a loaded firearm be kept in a locked security
box or have a trigger lock if a minor is likely present (HB
631). Florida could become the fifth state to require that gun
shops secure their guns at night if a current proposal is
passed.

Steps you can take to increase gun safety:
! Call your state representative to support some of the

positive proposals mentioned earlier.
! Vote for candidates who support gun safety measures.
! Be sensitive to any signs of suicidal thoughts that friends

or family may exhibit and get help for them.
! Educate others when appropriate about Florida’s Red

Flag law.
! If you see something say something; if you hear

something do something.

Watch a short Gun Safety video on YouTube here.

2020 IS THE YEAR OF
CELEBRATION FOR THE LEAGUE

OF WOMEN VOTERS

2
020 marks the 100th
Birthday of the League of
Women Voters which we
will celebrate in February.

It is also the centennial of
ratification of the 19th
Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution, granting women
the right to vote. An ad-hoc
committee has begun making
plans to celebrate this historic
occasion later in the year.

If you have suggestions for consideration, please contact
Janet deLorge at 607-7114 or jgde1@aol.com  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=105&v=N450qjRESBo&feature=emb_logo
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Natural Resource Committee
January Report

Enid Sisskin, chair, esisskin@gmail.com

J
ohn Herron gave an excellent and informative
presentation to the NRC about the new cell phone
5G technology.  As with so many other issues, the
state has pre-empted local governments from

regulating the locations of the towers providing this
technology. Hopefully, the League will arrange for
Herron to speak to our members in the near future. He
has provided a brief summary for the Voter. 

5G coming to your front yard?
By John Herron

5G, we are told, promises faster internet speeds and
will enable autonomous cars, drones and the Internet of
Things (IoT). 5G infrastructure requires macrocell
towers and small cell poles interconnected through
underground fiber optic cables and operates at much
higher frequencies than previous generations of wireless.

One problem is the higher frequencies cover less
distance and are more susceptible to interference. So,
more cell towers are needed to achieve the coverage
goals of wireless companies – many more. Small cell
poles (which are actually 32 to 50 feet tall) need to be
spaced every 250 to 750 feet, or about every 8 to 10
homes, or closer. A "small wireless facility" is a pole
that can be equipped with antenna 6 cubic feet in volume
and associated equipment 28 cubic feet in volume – or
about the size of a refrigerator.

The intense densification of cell towers raises health
concerns because of the dramatic increase of radio
frequency (RF) radiation. It also depreciates property
values, creates visual blight for neighborhoods, leads to
shoddy subcontracting near public utilities and gas lines,
and  creates infrastructure security risks. 

A multi-agency National Toxicology Program
Report released in November 2018 found clear evidence
linking RF radiation to cancer. A separate study by the
Ramazzini Cancer Institute verified the NTP findings at
even lower non-thermal RF radiation intensities.
Oncologists and researchers at respected academic
institutions now call for RF radiation to be classified a
Group 1 carcinogen and a precautionary principal to be
applied.

Cities across the country – and across the world – are
challenging 5G based on a growing body of emerging
science that conveys growing dangers associated with
such a densification of RF radiation and the adverse
impacts such high frequency radiation will have on
human and environmental health. "
 
(Note: The state has also pre-empted local governments
from regulating the use of plastic bags and gun safety
laws.)

    Calendar

February
4 Tuesday, 5:30 pm, Board Meeting, Downtown Library,

239 N. Spring St.  Members  welcome!

4-5 Tueday & Wednesday, Lobby Days at the Florida
Legislature, Tallahassee.

15 Saturday, 10 am - noon, 100 Year Birthday
Celebration, Student Center at Pensacola State College,
Building #5, 1013 Underwood Ave. Pensacola

17 Monday, noon, Natural Resources Committee,
Downtown Library, 239 N. Sprig Street. ContactEnid
Sisskin, esisskin@gmail.com for information.

18 Tuesday, 10 am, Great Decisions, Azalea Trace
Auditorium, Speaker, Don Cameron, Red Sea Security. 
For information, contact 937-7769.

25 Tuesday, 6:00 pm Women’s Issues Committee, Penny
Rice, 13 Port Royal Way, Pensacola.  For details contact
702-683-6511

March
3 Tuesday, 5:30 pm, Board Meeting, Downtown Library,

239 N. Spring St.  Members  welcome!

17 Tuesday, 10 am, Great Decisions, Azalea Trace
Auditorium, Speaker, Don Freeman, The Philippines
and the U.S.  For information, contact 937-7769.

21 Saturday, 10:15 - Noon, General Meeting, Carol
Cleaver, Charter and Vouchers at Tryon Branch Library,
1200 Langley Ave, 

Shape Your Future
Be Counted!

A
pril 1, 2020 marks the
kickoff of the 2020
census. This process of
counting the population

will ensure that the political power, health and safety of
every community is maintained or enhanced in the
upcoming decade. 

Pledge to be counted and encourage your friends and
neighbors to participate. Don’t forget that some federal
funding and representation in Congress are tied to the
state's population.

mailto:esisskin@gmail.com
https://secure.everyaction.com/bm2Vi_fjT0KANwJi39ExBg2
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Dr. Sallie Brown

Raise the Bar   
Paula Montgomery, Education committee,  montopns@aol.com

O
n January 18, approximately 300 teachers from
Escambia County School District gathered at the
beautiful new Beulah Middle School for a day of
learning and networking.  Cherie Arnette, Social

Studies Chairman, planned and executed the event,
entitled Raise the Bar.  One of the learning sessions was
sponsored and conducted by the Education Committee of
our League and included a skit written by Penny Rice. The
topic was gaining the right to vote by women following
ratification of the 19th Amendment to the US
Constitution. 

After the skit, which was performed in costume, each
cast member spoke on one of the other amendments
having to do with voting.  Performers were Charlyle
Parrish, Paula Montgomery, Penny Fendt, Pam Schwartz,
Penny Rice, Bill Caplinger and Gene Pettis. 

The League also provided two door prizes, each of which
included two books, a box of tea bags and one year free
membership in the LWVPBA.  The winners were Leslie
Mondi and Shari Romel.   We look forward to seeing them
at our monthly meetings..  
 

At the same event, the Voter Services committee
manned a table with information about the League, voting
issues and voter registration. We enjoyed the opportunity
to engage with many energetic and smart educators. 
Members serving at the table were, Elizabeth Major,
Brenda Passeur, Shirley Lewis-Brown, Elizabeth Hewey,
Charlyle Parrish, Mary Louise Winter and Paula
Montgomery.  "

The League in Action....

i The League saw history as Virginia became the 38th
state to ratify the Equal Rights Amendment, passing
the three-fourths threshold of support required from
the states for a constitutional amendment.  

Now, we need Congress to remove the ratification
deadline it imposed after passing the ERA back in
1972. Last week, LWVUS sent a letter to the United
States Congress urging them to remove the ratification
deadline on the ERA. 

i Wisconsin will remove about 200,000 names from the
voter rolls in 2020.  League members in Wisconsin are
contacting all those removed to encourage them to
re-register to vote.

i Natural Resources chairperson, Enid Sisskin, recently
spoke on “The Problem with Plastic in Florida” to
Earth Ethics, Audubon, Sweet Bay Garden Club in
Perdido and the Unitarian Universalist Church of
Pensacola.

January Meeting Report

“México and the United States: A long, 
close and troubled relationship"

Mary Louise Winter, winterml@icloud.com 

A
t our Saturday meeting on
January 18, 2020, Sallie
Brown presented a lecture
and video on Mexico,

covering a brief history of the U.S.
relationship with Mexico in the 19th
and 20th centuries.  She also
provided information concerning
Mexico regarding three critical
factors for all Americans: 
immigration, trade, and security.
You can watch a video of her lecture
on YouTube at
https://youtu.be/wkbGL8jnlWk.
 
NOTE: We had some technical

difficulties on January 18th such that Sallie's PowerPoint slides
would not display. However, we were able to include them in the
video.  

mailto:montopns@aol.com
https://www.lwv.org/newsroom/press-releases/league-celebrates-equal-rights-amendment-ratified-virginia?utm_source=LeagueUpdate&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=1162020
https://www.lwv.org/newsroom/press-releases/league-celebrates-equal-rights-amendment-ratified-virginia?utm_source=LeagueUpdate&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=1162020
https://www.lwv.org/lwvus-urges-house-and-senate-remove-ratifcation-deadline-equal-rights-amendment?utm_source=LeagueUpdate&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=1162020
https://www.lwv.org/lwvus-urges-house-and-senate-remove-ratifcation-deadline-equal-rights-amendment?utm_source=LeagueUpdate&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=1162020
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wkbGL8jnlWk&feature=youtu.be
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                                        Join the League of   Women Voters Today!

Empowering Voters. Defending Democracy

It’s easy!  Just send your check to:

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS  g  P.O. Box 2023, Pensacola, FL 32513 or PayPal here.

Name _________________________________________ Birth date   ____________  New Mbr? Yes/No

Address: _____________________________________ City _________State ____Zip_______________

Home phone (___)___________ Other (___)____________E-mail ______________________________ 

Add Family Member(s): ________________________        ____________________________________

DUES: $60.00 ______ Additional Mbrs @ $30 _______ Contribution_______ TOTAL____________     

Dues are FREE for a student enrolled in a certificate or degree program. 

� I’m renewing my membership.

Membership dues and gifts to the League of Women Voters are not deductible as charitable contributions for tax purposes.  (Tax deductible

contributions require a separate check written to the LWV Florida Education Fund and should be sent to our local treasurer.)  The League year

runs from June 1 through May 31.  Many members pay dues at the Annual Meeting in May. 

P. O. Box 2023

Pensacola, FL 32513

I am interested in the following committees (Circle all interests)

Education Natural Resources Juvenile Justice Voter Service
Communications Membership Gun Safety Women’s Issues

I am also interested in the following areas:

Speaker’s Bureau Website  Observer - Governmental Meetings Social Media
Legislative Action Naturalization Newsletter Voter Registration Publicity
Fund-raising Poverty Healthcare

https://www.paypal.com/us/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_flow&SESSION=3D-TKnq7qe5nV2vnNQRAYq1wu0NCcKopglA60Gcie4wybvT08m2o-xv-gOS&dispatch=50a222a57771920b6a3d7b606239e4d529b525e0b7e69bf0224adecfb0124e9b61f737ba21b0819854c9344d44ba73d0e985f103871e284d

