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IMMIGRATION - THE LEAGUE'S POSITION
Impact on Issues, p. 89-90
eague members are very concerned about the current policy of separating
children from their parents in the ongoing efforts to solve the issue of
immigration in the United States.
The League of Women Voters undertook a lengthy process of study and
consensus on the issue of immigration, which is the basis for statements and
action based on League positions.

L

Statement of Position on Immigration, as
Announced by National Board, April 2008.
The League of Women Voters believes that immigration policies should
promote reunification of immediate families; meet the economic, business and
employment needs of the United States; and be responsive to those facing
political persecution or humanitarian crises. Provision should also be made for
qualified persons to enter the United States on student visas. All persons should
receive fair treatment under the law.
The League supports federal immigration law that provides an efficient,
expeditious system (with minimal or no backlogs) for legal entry of immigrants
into the United States.
To complement these goals the League supports federal policies to improve
economies, education, job opportunities and living conditions in nations with
large emigrating populations.
In transition to a reformed system, the League supports provisions for
unauthorized immigrants already in the country to earn legal status.
The League supports federal payments to impacted communities to address
the financial costs borne by states and local governments with large immigrant
populations.
Immigration Continued on Page 3.

LWV Florida Board Announce Positions
on 2018 Ballot Amendments on page 7
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Co Presidents’ Message
or those of you who attended the 68th Annual
Meeting, thank you for expressing confidence in
Elizabeth and me to lead the League in 2018 2019. We are excited to join with you to meet
the challenges of an election year and our Local
Programs.
Congratulations to Haley and Ellen for
outstanding leadership over many years. Please add
your "kudos" to them as they transition to other board
positions. Ellen will be liason for the Natural
Resources Action Team. Haley has volunteered to
lead the 2019 Nominating Committee. In addition she
will be helping Elizabeth and me in this transition
period.
More thank you notes!! Our first ever Silent
Auction was a great success raising over $1,000. Gail
Honea deserves the credit for making this happen.
Bring us your creative idea for more fundraising ideas
to support our Local Program. Additionally, Bill
Caplinger made sure we always had audio/visual
support for our program events and hot topics.

F

Margaret Mead once said, "Never doubt that a small
group of thoughtful committed citizens can change
the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has".
We have a very capable board of directors
including both experienced and new members. In
addition, our directors are supported by off-board
members who have a passion for specific Local
Program actions. Check out our lineup of board and
off-board action team leads in this Voter. We need
your help; join an action team to make a difference
locally, statewide, and nationally. .
Elizabeth and I see four major priorities in 2018 - 2019
1. Register as many voters as possible
2. Educate voters on 2018 elections
3. Diversify and grow our membership
4. Advocate for our Local Programs
The 2018-2019 Local Program is as follows:
1. Action to educate voters on ballot initiatives and
candidates running for election in 2018
2. Action to educate the community about the Equal
Rights Amendment, Reproductive Rights, Pay and
Promotion Equity, Paid Family Leave and Violence
against women
3. Action to Reduce Single-Use Plastic Bags
4. Action in support of the LWVFL solar co-op
5. Action to support the transition from open burning and
open detonation to safer, more effective disposal
methods for excess military munitions
6. Action in support of Juvenile Justice Reforms to include
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but not limited to:
a. Judicial Review instead of Direct File in Juvenile
Offender cases
b. Use of civil citations instead of arrest for
nonviolent offenses by juveniles
7. Action to increase local oversight of Charter Schools
8. Action to support school based discipline using trauma
informed care instead of out of school suspension and
school reassignment
9. Action in support of gun safety
To accomplish these vitally important programs we
have the "Help Wanted" sign out for you to respond.
i We need volunteers to write questions for the candidate
forum sponsored by WSRE. Contact Charlyle Parrish
to help.
i We need volunteers for our new action team on gun
safety. Contact Elizabeth King to volunteer.
i We need volunteers to manage our website and
Facebook page. Contact Vivian Faircloth to volunteer.
We have one additional state level program that we
already support (Constitutional Amendment #4 Restoration of Felon Voting Rights). Getting on the ballot
was an amazing accomplishment. Now we need to get 60
percent of the general election voters to vote Yes for
approval. If you like speaking to small and large groups
this subject is just for you. If you don't see a program that
addresses your passion bring your ideas to the board. You
can be an action team lead without being on the board.
Our outgoing state League president, Pam Goodman,
said, "Don't keep calm. Go change the world". Now is the
time to speak with one voice amplified a thousand times to
ensure that voters have the correct information to make
sound decisions. Contact us via lwvpba@gmail.com

Elizabeth & Ray

Welcome New Members
Georgieanna Bryant
Holly Foss
Rainer Olafsson
Mary Reeber

Joyce Cassino
Karon McGrath
Denise & Dan Pomroy
Mary Ellen Wiggins

Be Prepared to Vote
he Primary Election is on Aug. 28. If you are a
Florida voter but will be away for the summer,
remember to Vote by Mail! Request a mail ballot
from the Supervisor of Elections office.
Register to vote or change your political party by July 30
for the Primary Election. Early voting is Aug. 8-25.

T
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Continued from page 1.

CRITERIA FOR LEGAL ADMISSION TO THE
UNITED STATES
The League supports the following criteria for legal
admission of persons into the United States:
• Family reunification of spouses or minor children with
authorized immigrants or citizens
• Flight from persecution or response to humanitaran
crises in home countries
• Economic, business and employment needs in the
Unites States
• Education and training needs of the United States
Educational program opportunities
• Lack of a history of serious criminal activity.

The League supports due process for
all persons, including the right to a fair
hearing, right to counsel, right of
appeal and right to humane treatment.
ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT
The League supports due process for all persons, including
the right to a fair hearing, right to counsel, right of appeal
and right to humane treatment. The League supports:
• Improved technology to facilitate employer verification of employee status
• Verification documents, such as status cards and work
permits, with secure identifiers
• Significant fines and penalties for employers who hire
unauthorized workers
• Improved technology for sharing information among
federal agencies
• More effective tracking of individuals who enter the
United States
• Increased personnel at borders.
The League also supports programs allowing foreign
workers to enter and leave the United States to meet
seasonal or sporadic labor needs.
UNAUTHORIZED IMMIGRANTS ALREADY IN THE
UNITED STATES
In achieving overall policy goals, the League supports a
system for unauthorized immigrants already in the country
to earn legal status, including citizenship, by paying taxes,
learning English, studying civics and meeting other
relevant criteria. While policy reforms, including a path to
legal status, remain unachieved, the League does not
support deporting unauthorized immigrants who have no
history of criminal activity.
Condolence to the family of Dr. Margaret (Peggy)
Sielski, a former League
member, on her recent death.

“RALLY” is produced by WSRE in cooperation with both
the League of Women Voters of Okaloosa & Walton
Counties and the League of Women Voters of the Pensacola
Bay Area. The purpose of “RALLY” is to give the
Northwest Florida community of viewers an unbiased look
at the candidates and an opportunity to hear each candidate’s
responses to questions on current issues. Rally ‘18 will
includes races for the primary election and is be scheduled
for August 20-22. The races include:
• US Congressional District 1
• Florida Senate District 2
• Florida House Districts 1, 2, 3 and 4
• County Commissioner Districts 2 and 4 (Escambia,
Santa Rosa and Okaloosa)
• School Board Districts 1, 2, and 3 (Escambia)
• School Board Districts 1, 2, and 5 (Santa Rosa and
Okaloosa)
• and Mayor of Pensacola

League Volunteers are Needed to
Help with County Commission
Candidate Forum
he 2018 Meet the Candidates of District 2 event is
being hosted by the Perdido Key Chamber of
Commerce and LWV Pensacola Bay Area on
Wednesday, July 18, 2018, 6:00 pm--8:00 pm at Jim
C. Bailey Middle School, 4110 Bauer Road, Pensacola,
Florida 32506. Volunteer to help with this event. Contact
Haley Richards, (850) 293-9565 or
hrichards@alumni.flagler.edu.

T

LWV Pensacola Bay Area is launching
online Voters Guide for 2018
OTE411.org is an online platform available through
LWVUS that Leagues across the state will be using
to produce a voters guide for the 2018 Election
cycle, including factual data on candidates running
for federal, state and local offices.
The administrative portal of VOTE411.org allows
Leagues to input candidate questionnaires, field those
questionnaires to candidates/campaigns, collect responses,
and display the information to voters customized with the
races that will appear on their ballot. Ballot amendments and
local initiatives can also be added to the platform. Funding
is by League of Women Voters of Florida Education Fund
and your local League. If you would like volunteer to help
with Vote411, please contact Haley Richards, (850)
293-9565 or email hrichards@alumni.flagler.edu.

V
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2018 Annual Meeting Speaker Report
ndy Marlette, Pensacola News Journal Editorial
Board member and syndicated cartoonist, was the
guest speaker at
the League's 2018
Annual Meeting.
Andy likened the
State of Florida
to a cartoon. He
fell in love with
making fun of
politics and took
the League on a
tour of the state
of Florida and
what is wrong
from his
perspective as a
cartoonist. In
describing some
of his favorite
cartoons,
Marlette made
the following comments:

A

* Florida House of Representatives Speaker Corcoran is one
of the few politicians who is a fan, although Marlette has
made fun of him. Corcoran's staff has requested copies of the
cartoons.
* When asked "Why not make fun of Democrats?" "This is
Florida; there aren't any". Like the League, he is
non-partisan as well as an equal opportunity offender.
* One cartoon illustrated Marlette's commentary on
education. Six out of 10 students get free/reduced lunch
showing Pre K students get less than one-half of 1% of the
$82 Billion budget while the Florida legislature gives less
than ½ of a damn.
* Cartoons targeting the 'news of the day' play a big part in
relaying the news through the media.
* Marlotte files cartoons from the headlines on Twitter and
Facebook quickly in the morning. They get traction
immediately if they are topical. The Gulf oil spill is a gift
which keeps on giving.
* On passage of 2016 Amendment 1 'Solar for Suckers',
Andy views its success as a tremendous triumph against a lot
of money and lot of misinformation from a very organized
campaign. Supporters were able to educate voters on the truth
of the Amendment. Just when he worried that the world had
gone mad and nobody had a brain anymore, voters were able
to see through the lies and support the Amendment.
* No issue is safe from the cartoonist pen.

Contributors Received
from April 1, 2018
2018-19 Susan B. Anthony Members
Bette & Ed Boddy
Janet deLorge
Vivian Faircloth
Gail Honea
Eugene & Sandra Pettis Art & Charlyle Parrish
Ellen Roston
William Sloan
Member Contributions
Bea Belous
Joyce Cassino
Diane Kratochvil
Holly & Alfred Picardi
Pam Schwartz
Jackie Young
Betty Vickers
Non-Member Contributions
Rosemary Hays-Thomas

Contributions have been received In Memory
of Charles W Faircloth by Rosemary HaysThomas and Anonymous.

Report on LWV Florida Webinar
by Ray Hudkins and Ellen Roston, delegates

he LWV Florida biennial Council ‘18 was held
virtually for the first time. Rather than
delegates traveling for a two day meeting, the
Council business meeting consisted of an hour
and a half webinar.

T

Pam Goodman announced that she was stepping
down as state president and First Vice-President,
Patricia Birigham will assume the role of president.
It was announced that the LWVF office has moved to
Orlando; Lobbyist Stephanie Owens will move to the
position of Political Director, overseeing Advocacy
and working with the state Action Team chairs.
Portfolio chairs are renamed Action chairs.
It was reported that the League mission statement is
being rewritten:
• Mission: Empowering Voters. Defending
Democracy
• Vision: We envision a democracy where every
person has the desire, the right, the knowledge and
the confidence to participate.
• Value Statement: We believe in the power of
women to create a more perfect democracy.
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Solar Co-ops come to NW Florida
by Mary Gutierrez,
he Solar Co-op Initiative Committee is working with
the League of Women Voters, Solar United Neighbors,
and other organizational partners to bring solar energy
to Northwest Florida. Specifically, the committee is
working to build coalitions in Escambia, Santa Rosa,
Okaloosa and Walton Counties.
Florida Solar United Neighbors helps communities learn
about solar energy including installation, maintenance, and
storage capacity. Co-ops take advantage of the group's
bulk-purchasing power to get discounted pricing and quality
installation. Volunteer co-op participants choose an installer
on behalf of the entire group through an open and competitive
bidding process. The selected installer provides co-op
participants a personalized proposal for their consideration.
League of Women Voters Okaloosa - Walton recently
held a press conference outside the Okaloosa County
Commission Chambers announcing the opening of an
Okaloosa - Walton County Co-op. The League of Women
Voters of the Pensacola Bay Area held a meeting to garner
engagement earlier this year. A press conference will be held
later this year.

T

"So far this partnership has launched 31 solar co-ops around
Florida, with 20 more to come in 2018. In 2017 alone these
solar co-ops accounted for 10% of the new residential solar in
Florida!", said the spokesperson for the LWV of Florida.
If you're interested in knowing more about a Co-op and the
prospects for solar energy or being part of the committee,
please contact League member Mary Gutierrez at
earthethicsaction@gmail.com.

Audit Report for 2017-2018
The LWVPBA Audit Committee completed the 2018
fiscal year audit of the Treasurer's books on June 5, 2018, and
found, in their judgment, the finances are in order.
Ellen Roston, Chair
Vivian Faircloth and Lynn M. Fendt

Meet Your New Board
Part I
Elizabeth King, a Pensacola
native, received her undergraduate
degree from Emory University with
a major in political science and a

minor in history, Her MA and PHD in political science
are from the University of Missouri. Her outside field was
Russian/Soviet history.
She spent most of her professional career teaching at a
small liberal arts college in Wisconsin where she also
served as Chair of the Social Science Division and the
Associate Academic Dean of the College. She served on
both the Wisconsin Equal Rights Council and the State
Judicial Commission. For several years she did election
analysis for Wisconsin Public Radio.
Upon retiring in this area, Elizabeth joined LWVPBA
and chaired the LWVUS study of Money in Politics for
our local League. Elizabeth was elected to serve as
co-president in May, 2018.
Ray Hudkins grew up on a wheat and
cattle farm in Spokane, Washington. He
earned a BS in Electrical Engineering
from Washington State University, as
well as a masters degree from San Jose
State College, California. He spent
more than 20 years in the Air Force
and, following that career, worked as a
management consultant at Eglin Air
Force Base
Ray joined the Pensacola Bay Area League in 2013
and was elected to the board the next year. He led the
research for the LWVF study of voter turnout and open
primaries. The study culminated in approval of several
state positions on voter turnout. In May 2018, Ray was
elected co-president with Elizabeth King.
Paula Montgomery grew up in
Laurel, Mississippi and attended
Emory University where she majored
in French. She later completed a two
year nursing program and became an
RN. In addition to caring for her four
children, Paula decided to fulfill a
lifelong dream of becoming a doctor.
She was accepted at the University of Mississippi Medical
School and completed her studies there. She completed
her internship and residency in family practice in
Pensacola and has resided here ever since. After her
retirement, Paula became active in the League of Women
Voters of the Pensacola Bay Area and pursued activism in
education and juvenile justice as the chair of both
committees.
Ellen Roston, a Vassar graduate, is
a retired CPA. Originally from NY,
she worked at the Leukemia Society,
American Red Cross and City Center
of Music and Drama. She has lived in
Pensacola since 1995 and has
employed at UWF. She has been a
member of the League since the late
90's, serving several terms as
President and Co-President.
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Art Parrish, Treasurer, is beginning his
second year as the Treasurer for
LWVPBA. Prior to retirement Art was
active in the wholesale lumber business
as well as cable and cellular telephone
related businesses. He joined the
League four years ago and has great
respect for the LWVF, especially with
successfully contesting the legislative
gerrymandering.
Charlyle Parrish, Voter Service
Chair, has been an active member of
LWVPBA for more than 10 years. She
has served as chair of Social Policy,
member of the Education Committee
and currently leads the Voter Services
Committee. She is a retired RN, wife,
mother and grandmother. Originally
from Illinois, Charlyle has lived in
Florida for 36 years.
Holly Picardi is a recent retiree and
transplant from Annapolis, Maryland.
She earned a B.S. in Business
Administration from the University of
Nebraska and her work history
includes management in both state
government and the private sector.
Her most recent experience was
focused in the financial services area
for 22 years. Holly and her husband, Al, live in Gulf Breeze
and enjoy boating, traveling, and reading.

Calendar
June
28 LWV US Convention Three delegates attending
July
10 Tuesday, 5:30 pm , Board Meeting, Downtown
Library 239 N. Spring St., Members always welcome!
18 Wednesday, 6 pm - 8 pm, Meet the Candidates
District 2, Jim C. Bailey Middle School, See page 3.
Contact Haley Richards to volunteer.
24 Tuesday, 6 pm, Women’s Issues Committee,
Downtown Library, 239 N. Spring St. Contact Mary
Collins, mcollins5349 at gmail.com, for details.
August
20-22 Monday - Wednesday 7:00 pm WSRE Rally
2018
September
13 Thursday, Back Pack Full of Cash - showing of film
by Juvenile Justice committee. Mark your calendar!
More information TBA. Contact Paula Montgomery
15 Saturday, 10:15 am, General League Meeting,
Pro/Con of Ballot Amendments on November Ballot,
Tryon Branch Library, 1200 Langley Ave.

Women’s Issues Committee
Mary Collins & Holly Picardi

Lauren Anzaldo was selected as "Florida
Social Worker of the Year" by the National
Association of Social Workers (NASW). She
received the award at their annual conference
recently.

Gene Pettis discusses education with new members

he Women's Issues Committee (WIC) will focus on
two issues this year:

T

Passage of the Equal Rights Amendment
A positive vote on the Equal Rights Amendment by
one additional state legislature is needed to meet the
threshold for sending the issue to the states for ratification.
Violence Against Women
Committee members recently attended a luncheon at
Favor House, a local women's shelter devoted to assisting
women who have experienced abuse. Plans are underway
for committee members to tour the facility in July, meet
with Sue Hand, the Executive Director, and discuss
services provided to the women and children at the
facility. In addition, the committee is planning a panel
discussion on violence against women, which will be
presented at a monthly League meeting.
These two issues will provide a full schedule for the
WIC during the upcoming League year. If you have
interest in participating on this committee, please join us.
Contact Mary Collins at 850-346-5520 for more
information.
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LWV Florida Board Announce
Positions on 2018 Ballot Amendments
he state League board of directors examined the
amendments on the ballot to determine if the League
has a position in support or in opposition every
election year. An extra challenge this year was
presented because of the bundling of topics within some of
the amendments.

T

A brief description of each amendment
and League position is below:
Amendment 1 - Amendment placed on the ballot by
legislation to increase the amount of a home's value
exempted from property tax
LWVFL position: Oppose. The League has a position that
"no tax sources or revenue should be specified, limited,
exempted, or prohibited in the Constitution."
Amendment 2 - Amendment placed on the ballot by
legislation that makes the cap on non- homestead parcel
assessment increases permanent.
LWVFL position: Oppose (same reasoning as Amendment
1).
Amendment 3 - Amendment placed on the ballot via citizen
initiative that requires approval of any new casino gambling
through a citizen initiative constitutional amendment,
effectively barring the Legislature from making gambling
decisions by passing laws.
LWVFL position: Support. It restricts casino gambling and
allows Florida voters to make any decisions regarding
increases of casino gambling, consistent with League
position against gambling. This amendment is also
supported by No Casinos, Inc. and Disney. .
Amendment 4 - Amendment placed on the ballot via citizen
initiative that automatically restores the voting rights of
felons after they've completed their sentences, except for
those convicted of murder or sex offenses
LWVFL position: Support. The League was one of the
sponsors of this initiative. Florida is one of only four states
that permanently bars felons from voting after their
sentences are completed. This restriction on voting is a
vestige of Florida's post-Civil War Constitution. Everyone
deserves a second chance.
Amendment 5 - Amendment placed on the ballot by
legislation that requires a two-thirds vote of the Legislature
to approve any new or increased taxes or fees.
LWVFL position: Oppose, as in 2012 when a similar
amendment was on the ballot. This amendment does not
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include a provision that would allow for tax increases in
times of emergencies (hurricane, floods, recession, etc.)
and is an abrogation of the Legislature's fiduciary
responsibility to pass a reasonable budget.
The next eight amendments are all from the CRC:
Amendment 6 - Vastly expands the scope of victims rights
under the state Constitution; increases the mandatory
retirement age for judges from 70 to 75; forces courts and
judges to interpret laws and rules for themselves rather than
rely on interpretations by government agencies.
LWVFL position: Oppose. Victims' rights are already
protected in the Constitution, and this amendment would
eliminate an existing provision that victims' rights do not
interfere with the constitutional rights of the accused.
Amendment 7 - Creates a supermajority requirement for
universities to impose new or increase existing student fees,
enshrines in the Constitution guidelines for the State
College System, mandates that the state pay a death benefit
to first responders or members of the military killed in the
line of duty.
LWVFL position: Oppose. We oppose a supermajority
vote to increase fees or taxes. Family members of the
military who die in the line of service are already
compensated through the federal government.
Amendment 8 - Mandates term limits of eight years for all
school boards, allows the state to create "public schools,"
something only local school boards currently can do, and
requires schools to teach "civic literacy."
LWVFL position: Oppose. We believe local voters have
the authority to set term limits now, by voting. We are
opposed to an alternative school system for establishing
and operating public schools with no local accountability.
Civics is currently a required course in middle school. A
constitutional amendment is unnecessary.
Amendment 9 - Prohibits oil and gas drilling beneath all
waters controlled by Florida and prohibits vaping in
enclosed indoor workplaces.
LWVFL position: Support. Our concern for the
environment overrides our concern about putting vaping in
the Constitution. We also believe that if this amendment
passes, it sends a signal to the federal government that
Florida cares about off-shore drilling.
Amendment 10 - Requires the Legislature to hold its session
in early January on even numbered years, creates an Office
of Domestic Security and Counter-terrorism, mandates the
existence of a state Department of Veteran Affairs, and
forces all counties (both charter and non-charter) to elect
rather than appoint all constitutional officers.
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LWVFL position: Oppose. This limits the voters in local
communities from deciding on the election of county
officers. It adds an unnecessary provision as the Legislature
already has the power to set dates during even numbered
years. FDLE is already the lead agency in coordinating
efforts to prevent terrorism, and the Constitution already has
authorized the Legislature to create a Department of Veteran
Affairs. This amendment is clearly an effort to restrict the
powers of local government.
Amendment 11 - Repeals the state's ability to prohibit
non-citizens from buying, owning, and selling property;
deletes a provision that forces the state to prosecute criminal
suspects under a law that has become obsolete; deletes
obsolete language regarding high speed rail in Florida.
LWVFL position: No position. Although we think that
removing obsolete language is a good thing, there is a lot of
other obsolete language that is not being addressed.
Although the first issue regarding the ability of non-citizens
to purchase and sell property cannot be enforced, the

provision that requires criminal suspects to be prosecuted
for an obsolete law should be changed.
Amendment 12 - Expands ethics rules for elected officials
and government employees by changing from 2 to 6 years
the time that they would have to wait before being able to
lobby state government.
LWVFL position: No position. Although there is need for
lobbying reform, we felt that six years might be onerous,
and this amendment does not address the real issue
regarding lobbying, which is the impact of money in
political campaigns.
Amendment 13 - Bans wagering on any type of dog racing,
notably greyhounds, by Dec. 31, 2020., while continuing to
allow dog tracks to offer other types of gambling, including
poker rooms.
LWVFL position: Support. This is primarily a gambling
issue, and the League has held a consistent position against
gambling.

Join the League of Women Voters Today!
It’s easy! Just send your check to:
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS g P.O. Box 2023, Pensacola, FL 32513 or PayPal here.
Name _________________________________________ Bi rth date ____________ New Mbr? Yes/No
Address: _____________________________________ Ci ty _________State ____Zip_______________
Home phone (___)___________ Other (___)____________E-mail ______________________________
Add Family Member(s): ________________________
____________________________________
DUES: $60.00 ______ Additional Mbrs @ 30.00 _______ Contribution_______ TOTAL____________
Dues are free for a student.
 I’m renewing my membership.
Membership dues and gifts to the League of Women Voters are not deductible as charitable contributions for tax purposes. (Tax deductible
contributions require a separate check written to the LWV Florida Education Fund and should be sent to our local treasurer.)

League of Women Voters
of the Pensacola Bay Area
PO. Box 2023
Pensacola, FL 32513

