
IN THIS ISSUE
   
Why is the Southern Poverty ...
Iron Jawed Angels
Co President’s Message
Naturalization Ceremony....
My First Time Lobbying
New Member Brunch
Blackwater
Education Project
Calendar
Welcome New Members
Membership Form

YOUR BOARD MEMBERS

Officers:
Dr. Paula Montgomery and
Dr.Rosemary Hays-Thomas,  
  Co Presidents
Georgia Blackmon, 1st Vice Pres.
Janet deLorge, 2nd Vice Pres.
Vacant, Treasurer
Haley Richards, Secretary

Directors:
Elizabeth Cook
Vivian Faircloth
Mary Gutierrez
Carolyn Kolb
Ellen Roston
Betty Vickers
Amanda Jo Combs Bowden
Shirley Lewis-Brown

Off-Board 
Carol Pulley
Chelsea Schwitzerlett

www.lwvpba.org 
lwvpba at gmail.com

 Phone: (850)937-7769 
facebook page

www.TheFloridaVoter.org
LWVF facebook page

www.lwv.org
LWVUS Facebook page

  

Why is the Southern Poverty 
Law Center in Northwest 
Florida? Juvenile Justice

David Utter,  Southern Poverty Law Center,
Director of Policy - Florida

Saturday, March 16, 2013
Tryon Branch Library, 1200 Langley Ave
Coffee 10:15 a.m.  - Program 10:30 a.m.

D
avid Utter, Director of Policy - Florida, will be the speaker at the March
monthly meeting of the League.  He has spent his legal career representing
indigent individuals in civil rights cases throughout the South. He is the
former director and co-founder of the Juvenile Justice Project of Louisiana. In

2003, the Louisiana Bar Foundation named him its Distinguished Attorney of the
Year for his work on juvenile justice reform. He is also the recipient of the Ford
Foundation and Advocacy Institute’s Leadership for a Changing World Award for
2005. He is a graduate of Emory University and the University of Florida Levin
College of Law.

Join us as we learn more about juvenile justice in this area of Florida and what
Southern Poverty Law Center finds challenging.

   Iron Jawed Angels
  Thursday, March 21- 5:30 PM    
     Franco's Italian Restaurant 

  523 East Gregory Street

I
n honor of Women's History Month,
the League will be hosting a viewing
of the HBO film Iron Jawed Angels,
which chronicles "the struggle of

suffragists who fought for the passage of the 19th Amendment." The film is two hours
long and rated PG-13. It will be shown 6:00-8:00 pm and a discussion will follow.

Cost is $15 plus tax and tip.  Please RSVP with menu choice of Lasagna with
meat sauce, Manicotti, Chicken Parmesan or Seafood platter (Flounder, Shrimp,
Oysters, Scallops and Stuffed Crab) at AnyVite link: http://anyvite.com/qa2syjti5m  

All are invited to dress in 1900s attire or wear the colors of the suffrage movement:
purple, white and gold! A small prize will be awarded to the best dressed. The
passage of the 19th amendment was only one part in a long history of securing voting
rights. We will discuss the recent voter suppression laws and the latest Supreme Court
case on the Voting Rights Act of 1964.
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Co President Paula
Montgomery

Co President’s Message

W
ith the opening of the legislative session
there is a lot for League members to
watch.  Prior to the session, local League
members interviewed the legislators from

our area, asking questions consistent with our top
priorities as agreed upon by the state League.  This
information is used by LWVF in lobbying of our
priority issues: government, social policy and
education in Florida. The priorities include 
strengthed ethics rules, easier access to voting and
implementation of the Affordable Care Act.    Legislative
interviews are conducted each year.  If you are interested in
conducting one next year, please let one of the board members
know. 

With the Legislature in session, you may want to track a
number of bills. The tracking process is not difficult.  Enter
"Florida Senate" in your search engine.   When the page comes
up, there are two small slots at the top of the page for searching
the site.  One of them says "Go to bill" followed by a slot.  If
you know the bill number, type it in the slot and search.  It will
come up.  You do have to sign in with the site and give them
your email address.  You can click to elect to follow the bill and
you will be sent email notices about what is happening to it.   

If you are interested in following a bill, such as "ethics" or
"clean water," you can enter "bills on ethics" or "bills on clean
water" in the second slot and it will give you a list of the bills
on that subject, both Senate and House.  You can click on this
year’s bills for current information.  I am tracking
approximately 10 bills and weekly I am notified of the current
status of them. If I want more details, I can go to the web site. 

There is one particular bill that we all need to be watching. 
That is House Bill 7033.  There is no twin Senate bill yet.  This
is a dangerous proposal that would increase the Governor's
power over the Judicial Nominating Commission by giving him
the ability to change its composition.  It would allow the
gubernatorial appointees to be replaced by the Governor at any
time, even if they have not completed their terms.  Currently the
Committee includes five gubernatorial appointees and four
selected by the Florida Bar.  To find the bill, enter HB7033 in
the slot on the Senate web site.  I have found the House web site
harder to navigate, so I just use the Senate one.  

Locally, the League has joined forces with the Juvenile
Justice Coalition to seek changes in the way in which minor
infractions of school rules should be handled.  The current
system is unreasonably harsh and punitive, resulting too often
in suspension from school or even arrest with handcuffing and
detention.    Meetings on this topic are held about once a month. 
If interested, watch your emails for notices of time and place.  

Also locally, we are participating in public meetings
regarding gun safety.  The state and national Leagues both have
policy statements favoring reasonable measures to limit access
to guns by persons who should not legally have them.  These
measures would include background checks and waiting periods
before any firearm is purchased.  The national League also
favors the tracking and reporting of gun violence in
epidemiological fashion. 

In League statewide news, we have two new members of

the State board: former Congresswoman Patricia
Schroeder and former State Senator Alex
Villalobos.

The state League also has some exciting trips
planned.  The "Sisters Across the Straits" trips to
Cuba are being planned for April and May.  In
June, a trip to Seneca Falls, New York is planned
to retrace some of the suffragist history.  New
York  should be beautiful in June.  As Rosemary
mentioned last month, she and I went on a League
trip to the Everglades.  It was educational, fun and
well worth the long drive.   If you are interested in

any of these or other League trips, check the state League web
site. 

Things are popping all over!   You do not want to miss the
fun!  We have informative Saturday public meetings planned,
as you can see elsewhere in this Voter.  We also are planning
some excellent hot topic lunches.  Watch your emails for
notices.  If a committee's work interests you, let any board
member know.  We will get you signed up.  Jump in. You

won't regret it.  Paula, 438-8891

Naturalization Ceremony Brings
New Meaning to Citizens

by Amanda Jo Combs-Bowden

I
was honored to attend the latest Naturalization Ceremony
as a League representative, where approximately 100
candidates from several different countries became
naturalized U.S. citizens. 
Each petitioner had been examined thoroughly by the

U.S. Immigration Services and found to be of good moral
character, with knowledge of English, American history,
Civics, as well as the affirmation of loyalty to the United
States.

My favorite part of the program occurred when a new
citizen spoke of the "long and expensive” journey to become
naturalized. The personal story always includes a lot of hard
work and sacrifice, as well as facing a language barrier and
discrimination along the way. The legal process takes nearly
twenty years for most people!

Representatives from many local organizations,
including the League, are invited to sit in the jury box.
Participants in the program included a flag presentation from
a local Middle School class and singing of the National
Anthem by Dr. Leo Day from Olive Baptist Church.  John
Appleyard, local author and historian, was the guest speaker
who gave the history of immigration in the U.S. At the
previous Naturalization ceremony in November, Dr. P.C.
Wu, Pensacola City Council President, told of his
hardworking immigrant parents from China and their
struggles in the new country.

Staff members from the office of the Supervisor of
Elections office were available provide voter registration to
these new American citizens.

The next Naturalization ceremony is scheduled for May
10th, and the League can send two representatives. Please
contact Gene Feicht at 479-3352 to reserve your seat.
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    Carolyn Kolb and Vivian Faircloth at
press conference.   Photo by Lorraine Ogan

Lots of good food, conversation, company 
and fun for all!        Photo by Steve Marvin

My First Time Lobbying
By Lorraine Ogan

O
n February 7th, youth justice advocates and civil
rights organizations from all over Florida traveled to
the state Capitol to support Sen. Joyner (D-District
19) and Rep. Jones (D-District 14) as they

introduced bills to improve Florida's broken juvenile justice
system. I traveled with fellow League members, Carolyn
Kolb and Vivian Faircloth, to represent the Escambia
County Youth Justice Coalition (EYJC). We also had the
chance to visit legislators and urge them to cosponsor the
bills introduced. As a first time lobbyist, seeing activism in
action was not only inspiring, but empowering. This
experience gave me a concrete image of the notion that
citizens have a role to play in the democratic process.

During a press
conference, Sen.
Joyner and Rep.
Jones introduced
SB 506/HB 4021.
The  bi l l s  a re 
designed to repeal a
law enacted in 2011
that allows sheriffs
and counties to hold
children in adult

jails under standards less protective than standards of the
Department of Juvenile Justice. Polk County is the only
county in Florida to utilize this new law, and has allowed
staff to carry pepper spray and electronic restraints to be
used on juveniles. SB 1374/HB 1039 address ineffective
zero tolerance policies in school districts that allow school

resource officers to arrest students for minor offenses.
As the bills were introduced, a young man named J.P.

shared one of his experiences while detained in the Polk
County jail. He was attacked by other juveniles, and the
guards - knowing that he had asthma - pepper sprayed him.
He could not breathe and was throwing up, to which the
guards replied, "Do you want some more?" J.P.'s story is one
among many others that provide powerful imagery to the
injustices of Florida's juvenile justice system. Sharing them
is necessary to propel ordinary citizens to action and
positively influence our legislators.

After the press conference, groups of youth justice
advocates dispersed to speak face-to-face to lawmakers.  I
joined members of EYJC and Polk County, along with J.P.
Unfortunately,  we were only able to speak to Sen. Evers
(R-District 2). While he did not say whether he will support
the bill, speaking to him face-to-face was empowering. It
was more empowering than calling or emailing. It was a
chance to have an open dialogue with one of my lawmakers
and present strong reasons why he should support a
proposed piece of legislation designed to protect Florida's
youth.

As the day drew to an end, I was both inspired and
empowered.

It was through the League of Women Voters that I had
learned about EYJC, and as I learned more about the issues,
I felt propelled to act. As a new member of League of
Women Voters, I know this experience will be one among
many that will empower me to be an active citizen and
effective advocate. I am eager to see what happens next for
Florida's youth and will continue to advocate on their behalf. 

NEW MEMBER BRUNCH

O
ur local League is thrilled that 30 new members have
joined our organization during the current League
year.  To celebrate this increase in membership, the
Board invited new members to a brunch on Saturday,

March 30 at the home of Janet deLorge. This was an
opportunity to get to know the new members as well as to
learn of their interests in becoming active in the League.

Thirteen new Leaguers who attended the brunch event
are: Norman Vickers, Lorraine Ogan, Ann Davis, Jeffrey
Elliot, Caroline Tokson, Jeannine Harris, Bob and Gail
Husbands, Suzanne Carpenter, Kathy Scott, Art Parrish,
Steve Marvin and Cece Hines. 

Current Board members provided food for the brunch.
All 29 people seemed to be enthusiastic about the League
and hopefully we will have a greater impact on governmental
decision-making with the input of our new members.    

Thank you Janet, for opening your home to us!

Happy Birthday League 

Sandra Horton shows off the League’s
93rd birthday cake at the February
League meeting. 

Amy Lovoy, Escambia Budget Director,
answered many Leaguers’ questions on
the complex subject of the County’s
budgeting process at the February
meeting..
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A view of the river with snake-like
curves of tea-colored water flowing
past brilliant white sandy beaches

A sizzling view of a Fringed
Orchid with brilliant orange and
red colors, in contrast to the
green forest in the background.

Blackwater River State Forest
Mary Gutierrez, 549-7472

E
arlier this year, State Representative Doug Broxson,
R-Midway, presented H.B. 431, Development of Oil
and Gas Resources that would have authorized the
Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust

Fund to enter into a public-private partnership with a
business entity to develop oil and gas resources within the
Blackwater River State Forest. The bill would have also
allowed private industries to pay monetary revenues to the
State for the discovery of new reserves of oil and/or gas
deposits and allow private industries to explore for oil
and/or gas deposits using 3-D geophysical seismic methods
and production. 

The public outcry
in opposition to this
proposed bill caused
Representative
Broxson to withdraw
the bill. 

It is important,
however, to recognize
and understand the
history of  Blackwater
River State Forest and
issues of the proposed
bill. We live in area
where things have a
tendency to come back

around. 
The Blackwater River State Forest, as implied, is

named for the Blackwater River and is located within Santa
Rosa and Okaloosa Counties. The river is approximately 30
miles in length and flows into the Blackwater Bay. The
headwaters of the river start in Alabama, in the Conecuh
National Forest. The Blackwater River is identified as an
Outstanding Florida Water in 62-302.700 Florida
Administrative Code. 

The Blackwater River State Park is located on the
southern boundary of the Blackwater State Forest. The
Blackwater River State Park was established in 1967 and
today encompasses approximately 600-acres.  In addition,
the park was certified as a Registered State Natural Feature
for its exceptional illustration of natural history in the
1980's. The park has one of the largest and oldest Atlantic
white cedars stands that line the river and, in 1982, it was
recognized as a Florida Champion tree.
Within the Forest itself are several important plant
communities that are unique to our area and provide habitat
to a wide array of plant and animal species, including
pitcher plant species that are not commonly found in other
areas. 

The park and the State Forest are also known for their
historical and archaeological significance with remnants of
sawmills that embrace our timber industry history. 
However, if drilling were to have occurred within the
Forest, it wouldn't have been the first time. Drilling within
the Forest occurred in the past for nearly 50 years. The last
of the drilling ended in early 2003 due to the cost
associated with drilling and the reserves being such that it

was no longer feasible due to cost.
Despite having withdrawn the bill, Representative

Broxson held a town hall meeting in Jay, Florida on
Monday, February 25th to discuss the bill with concerned
citizens. Several issues came to light during this two hour
meeting held at the Jay Community Center.  Representatives
from Florida Department of Environmental Protection Oil
and Gas Section – Jay, Florida Forest Service, Florida Fish
and Wildlife Commission, and Representative Doug Broxson 
were hosts of the meeting.

One of the items addressed was that oil and gas
exploration has been occurring approximately for the last
five years within Conecuh National Forest and within 75
square miles of the Blackwater River State Forest.  However,
it has not been determined if there are any oil and/or gas
reserves within either forest. Yet, if there are reserves within
these 75 square miles it doesn't mean that companies would
be allowed to drill there. If HB 431 had been proposed and
passed, drilling would have been allowed. Now the public
will have a voice in what happens within our public lands. 

Additional discussion included the history of oil drilling
in Jay and how the revenues generated from drilling allowed
for road construction and numerous public buildings within
Jay. Most residents of Jay at the meeting appeared to be in
support of the proposed bill. Opponents of the bill did not
appear to have a concern with what people did on their own
land but objected to any (additional) drilling within public
land. 

It is important for the public to realize that according to
18-2.018 Policies, Standards, and Criteria for Evaluating,
Approving or Denying Requests to Use Uplands,
applications to use Trustees-owned uplands require a
determination that use of PUBLIC lands is not contrary to
the public interest. The fact that there was such an outcry to
this proposed bill indicates that it is NOT in the interest of
the public. 

Although the bill was being touted as an economic
opportunity for the area and to lessen our dependency on

foreign oil, allowing oil and
gas exploration in these
ecologically-sensitive and
important areas runs the risk
of irreversible environmental
damage. It is time that we as
a community and a State
move forward in a long-term,
sustainable energy solution
that does not include oil and
gas exploration and use.

The energy potential in
20 days of sunshine falling on
Earth is the same as that of
all the coal, oil, and natural
gas known to humans. From
2010 to 2011 the solar
industry doubled, making it
one of the fastest growing
sectors in the economy.

Continued page 5. Blackwater....
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Continued from page 4. Blackwater...

More than 100,000 Americans now work in the
industry,twice as many as in 2009. These Americans are
staffing approximately 5.600 solar companies that now
exist in the United States, most of which are small
businesses, where most of the growth in employment
occurs in the economy. (Source:  Rooftop Revolution,
Author Danny Kennedy). 

As an environmental professional with 20 years of
experience, the take away for me has been that I (and the
public) do not want to see any exploration and drilling of
oil and gas within our public lands; that we move toward
alternate energy sources such as solar and wind; that we
explore other transportation options such as rail and
develop a better public transportation system in general;
that we implement conservation methods for the use of oil
and gas reserves that we currently have; and that we
develop a comprehensive reduce and reuse program for all
the products that contain oil by-products. We need to stop
living like a disposable society. Not all of our resources are
renewable. 

[http://www.floridastateparks.org/blackwaterriver/photogal
lery.cfm for more photographs.]

New Project for Education Committee
by Paula Montgomery, 438-8891

E
lizabeth Cook, Paula Montgomery, Charlyle Parrish
and Shirley Lewis-Brown, Education committee
members, met  in January with Cherie Arnett.
Escambia County Schools Social Studies Specialist.

The purpose of the meeting was to discuss how the League
could assist with the curriculum in Government and Civics
classes.   We learned that the Supervisor of Elections in
Escambia County travels to each high school and explains
voting and registers eligible students.   Thus, voter
registration is not a need in Escambia Schools.
Government and civics are taught in the seventh grade for a
year and again in the 12th grade for a semester. 

Ms Arnett says that the obvious void in the curriculum
is in the 7th Grade and involves learning about local
government offices and how they mesh with state and
national  government offices.  

The committee agreed to begin research on and design
materials for the teachers to use.  The committee plans to
have suggestions ready by September, when teacher
training begins.  The next Education committee meeting
will be in March. Contact Paula and join us in this new
interesting project. 

Iron Jaws Angels trailer

www.youtube.com/watch?v=UGyB3tV9kU0

Iron Jawed Angels flyer

www.lwvpba.org

Calendar

March is Women’s History Month.

11  Monday, 12:30 pm, Annual
Meeting Planning Committee,
Applebeee’s on Bayou Blvd. 

12 Tuesday, Escambia County Youth
Justice Coalition: Lobby Day in
Tallahassee, For information
contact Carolyn Kolb, 939-8653 or
Sara Latshaw, 850-637-4835

12 Tuesday, 5:30 pm Board Meeting at Downtown Library
on Gregory Street in the new Conference Room. 
Members are welcome.

General Meeting
Saturday, March 16, 2013

 "Why is the Southern Poverty 
Law Center in Northwest 
Florida? Juvenile Justice"

David Utter, Director of Policy - Florida
Coffee 10:15 am - Program 10:30 am

Tryon Branch Library, 1200 Langley Avenue

18 Sunshine Week
19 Tuesday, 10 am International Relations Committee,

Azalea Trace Auditorium; Speaker: Fay Walker, 
Humanitarian Intervention. "Do you know what R2P
means?” (Responsibility to Protect).  For further
information, contact Gene Feicht at 479-3352 or gf1 at
students.uwf.edu.

20 Wednesday, 11:30 am - 1 pm, Natural Resources
Committee, Tu-Do Vietnamese Restaurant,  7130 N
Davis Hwy.    For more information contact Mary
Gutierrez, gutmry at cox.net.

21 Thursday, 5:30 pm HBO film Iron Jawed Angels in
honor of Women’s History Month. Franco’s Restaurant
523 E. Gregory Street RSVP and select your menu at
http://anyvite.com/qa2syjti5m by Monday March 18th.

April
12 Tuesday, 5:30 pm Board Meeting at Downtown Library

on Gregory Street in the Conference Room.  Members
are welcome.

16 Tuesday, 10 am International Relations Committee,
Azalea Trace Auditorium; Leader: Larry Mosley on Iran. 
 For further information, contact Gene Feicht at 479-
3352 or gf1 at students.uwf.edu.

17 Wednesday. 11:30 am - 1 pm, Natural Resources
Committee, Tu-Do Vietnamese Restaurant,  7130 N
Davis Hwy.    For more information contact Mary
Gutierrez, gutmry at cox.net.

20 Saturday, 10:15 am General Meeting, Tryon Library,
Sheriff Morgan, Human Trafficking. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UGyB3tV9kU0
http://www.lwvpba.org
http://anyvite.com/qa2syjti5m
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Welcome New Members
Jeannine Harris        Sherri Myers - Welcome back

[Editor’s Note: Mailing addressees, phone numbers and email addresses can be found on the League roster. Email addresses will use the
word ‘at’ instead of @ for your internet protection in newsletters and website. Let Haley Richards know at 293-9565 or email lwvpba at
gmail.com with any changes in your contact information.]

The League of Women Voters of Florida, a nonpartisan political organization, encourages informed
 and active participation in government, works to increase understanding of major public policy

 issues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy.

Join the League of   Women Voters Today!

It’s easy!  Just send your check to:

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS  g  P.O. Box 2023, Pensacola, FL 32513

Name _________________________________________ Bi rth date   ____________  New Mbr? Yes/No

Address: _____________________________________ Ci ty _________State ____Zip_______________

Home phone (___)___________ Other (___)____________E-mail ______________________________ 

Add Family Member(s): ________________________        ____________________________________

DUES: $55.00 ______ Additional Mbrs @ $27.50 _______ Contribution_______ TOTAL____________     

Dues are $27.50 for a student enrolled in a certificate or degree program. 

� I’m renewing my membership.

Membership dues and gifts to the League of Women Voters are not deductible as charitable contributions for tax purposes. (Tax deductible
contributions require a separate check written to the LWV Florida Education Fund and should be sent to our local treasurer.)

League of Women Voters
of the Pensacola Bay Area
PO. Box 2023
Pensacola, FL 32513

I am interested in the following areas (Circle all interests)
Education Natural Resources Social Policy Speaker’s Bureau
Public Relations Library Voter Service Website
Transportation Growth Management Membership Legislative Action
Hospitality Photography Naturalization Restoration of Felon Rights
County Government City Government State Government National Government
Newsletter Voter Registration Publicity Social Media
Ethics Study Historian Research Observer Corps


