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63rd Annual Meeting

Saturday, May 25, 2013

Angus Steak House, Terrace Room 1101 Scenic Highway

Registration 9:15 am Business Meeting 9:30 am  Lunch Served 11:15 a.m.

Luncheon Speaker: Debbie Elliott, NPR

“Thru the Eyes of a NPR Reporter”

A
fter a stint on Capitol Hill, NPR National
Correspondent Debbie Elliott is back covering the
news in her native South.   Her coverage of the

BP oil spill has focused on the human impact of the spill,
the complicated litigation to determine responsibility for
the disaster, and how the region is recovering.  She
launched the series, "The Disappearing Coast," which
examines the history and culture of south Louisiana, the
state's complicated relationship with the oil and gas
industry, and the oil spill's lasting impact on a fragile
coastline.

She is following new state laws aimed at curbing
illegal immigration, and the legal battle between those
states and the federal government over immigration

enforcement.  She's looking back at the legacy of landmark civil rights events 50 years
ago, and the new challenge to the Voting Rights Act now before the US Supreme
Court.

Look for Debbie's signature political coverage as well.  She's watching vulnerable
Congressional seats and tracking southern politicians who have higher political
aspirations.  She was part of NPR's election team in 2008 and 2012 -- reporting live
from the floor of the political conventions, following the Presidential campaigns
around the country, and giving voice to voters making their choice.

Debbie joined NPR in 1995 and during a recent tenure in Washington, DC, she
covered Congress and hosted NPR's All Things Considered on the weekends. In that
role she interviewed a variety of luminaries and world leaders, including Archbishop
Desmond Tutu and Liberian President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf.  She profiled the late
historian John Hope Franklin and the children's book author, Eric Carle. 

Debbie Elliott was born in Atlanta, grew up in the Memphis area, and is a
graduate of the University of Alabama College of Communication.  She's the former
news director of member station WUAL (now Alabama Public Radio).  She lives in
south Alabama with her husband and two children.  "

Annual Meeting details are found on pages 3-5, reservation form page 7.
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Rosemary Hays-Thomas Co President Dr. Paula
Montgomery

Co President’s
Message

T
his is the last
Presidential Message
that Paula and I will

write as our terms as
co-President come to an end at
the Annual Meeting on May 25
at the Angus Restaurant.  (See
information about the meeting
elsewhere in this Voter.)  We
have served together through
two terms and I, for one, am so thankful to have had such a
wonderful collaborator and friend to do this work on
behalf of the League.  The two years have been busy,
controversial, and inspirational as we see what our State
League and other Leagues around the country are doing to
advance the program items and legislation we care about.

One of the busiest times for us was the election season of
2012, partly as a result of the unfortunate changes made to
our Florida election laws and the 11 (count ‘em, 11!)
amendments put on the ballot by our Legislature.  Many of
you were involved in organizing and presenting talks to
the public about the amendments and in distributing Voter
Guides in English and Spanish that were printed by our
Florida League for educational purposes around the state. 
We also worked with WSRE-TV by writing candidate
questions for the candidate forums.  Our usual work in
registering voters was put on hold by the draconian
provisions of the law affecting this process.  Thanks to
lawsuits by the Florida League and other organizations, an
injunction prevented enforcement of the most onerous
provisions and we were finally able to get back to work
with one of our most fundamental voter service activities. 
A hearty "Thank You" to all who helped with our Voter
Service work this year.

Although this whole episode was very stressful and
frustrating for voters as well as Leaguers, there was a
silver lining:  the national media featured our State
President, Deirdre Macnab, prominently and supportively
and our local and state membership rose dramatically.  We
have recently received a certificate from LWVUS
commending us for an increase in membership of more
than 30% in the last year!   We are very pleased to have so
many new members, and have worked actively to try to
engage them and keep all of you coming back for more
with our League. 

Thanks to the great ideas, enthusiasm, and hard work of
our Board and members, our activities over the last two
years have been creative, fun, and attractive to the public.

Things started with a bang
over the issue of redistricting
of state and federal districts,
which also involved legal
action (partially successful)
by our State League.   In
addition to our well-attended
regular monthly program
meetings, we've featured
many Hot Topics lunches,
films for special occasions, a
welcome brunch for our new
members, and advocacy
through local media outlets on

topics of current concern, plus Holiday celebrations each
December.  Our members have worked actively on issues
of juvenile justice, natural resources, and a variety of other
things. We've written Viewpoints and letters to the editor,
interviewed and lobbied legislators, taped radio
interviews, and appeared on TV.  Our revised Voters'
Guide containing contact information for elected officials
is almost ready for distribution with generous funding
from the Kerrigan, Estes, Rankin, McLeod and Thompson
law firm.  Our State organization has been active and
focused on increased involvement with local leagues and
we have responded by making sure we have had
representatives at all the Florida meetings and even the
National Convention.  We've found this to be a good
investment because it keeps us better informed and
connected, and gives us the opportunity to influence
League work at the State and National levels.  As our
second term comes to a close, we are receiving weekly
Capitol Report updates on the activity of our Legislature
and trying to influence them on election and campaign
reform, ethics bills, health care reform, and other League
concerns.  

It's been a busy two years but Paula and I feel a sense of
satisfaction about the contributions our League members
have made to our State and local community.  We will also
be pleased to hand the leadership of our wonderful
organization over to our new slate of officers who will
guide us during the coming year.  

We thank all of you for sharing your time, energy, hard
work, and great ideas with us and our Board.  Best wishes
on a wonderful new year!

                                      Rosemary (and Paula)

.
Our Condolences to Carole and Lee

Wright on the death of their son,
Jeffery A. Wright
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Dr. Shirley Lewis-Brown &
Amanda Jo Combs Bowden

Shirley, Amanda visit Rep. Doug Broxson
with LWV Oklassa members, Mary

Blackwell and Steven Pepper.

LWV Florida Board members Pamela Goodman, Pat Schroder and
President Deirdre Mcnab present award to Shirley and Amanda. 

2013 LWVF Legislative Summit
 and Convention Report

A
manda Jo Combs-Bowden
and Shirley Lewis-Brown
attended the recent LWVF

Legislative Summit and Convention
and served as delegates of our local
League. Each of them has joined the
Board during the current year and
become actively involved in League
activities. The three day meeting in
Tallahassee was both a learning
experience as well as a time to meet
Leaguers from throughout Florida.

Ben Wilcox, League lobbyist,
and former US Congresswoman Pat

Schroeder presented an overview of League priorities (Ethics,
Elections, Campaign Financing, Public Meetings,
Environment and Affordable Health Care) and briefed the
delegates on effective lobbying.  The next day Amanda and
Shirley, along with Mary Blackwell of the Okaloosa
delegation, visited the offices of Senators Gaetz and Evers
and Representatives Ingram, Ford and Broxson.

Speakers included
Ken Detzner, Florida
Secretary of State; Adam
Putnam, Commissioner
of Agriculture; Walter
McNeil, Association of
the Chiefs of Police;
former NRA President,
Marion Hammer; Tony
Bennett, State
Superintendent of
Education;
Representative Mark
Pafford and Corrections

officer, Frank Cruz.
The two delegates watched the legislative process in

action as they sat in on a hearing in the House of
Representatives and a voting session in the Senate.
LWVF offered several caucuses, including Immigration
Policy and the Education Study. The Climate Change caucus
was led by Kathe Thompson, Palm Beach League. She will
send a list of recommended books on global warming and
climate change to each local League.

Social Media, Critical Aging Policy Issues, Local League
Action and Engaging Students and Young Professionals in
League were the topics of the workshops the delegates
attended. Information on these topics will be shared with our
local Board.

During the Plenary Session, Amanda proposed that the
League's Juvenile Justice position be included as an action

item. Following her explanation, the delegates
approved the item for inclusion in the 2013-2015
League program. 

On Friday night the delegates enjoyed a barbeque
dinner at the League House where the speaker shared
information about elections in Florida.

The League of Women Voters of the Pensacola
Bay Area was given an award for the third highest
membership increase among large Leagues. Our
League has added more then 30 new members during
the current year.

As one can easily imagine, Amanda and Shirley
were extremely busy but appreciate the opportunity to
have participated in an exciting and enjoyable time as
they served as delegates for the Pensacola Bay Area!
They extend their sincere thanks for this opportunity

Proposed Local Program 

2013-2014

The League’s program consists of those governmental
issues the League has chosen for concerted study and
action.  The Recommended Local Program items for
study and/or action in are:

1. Examine the effects of climate change in the
local area. 

2. Support the actions of the Escambia County
Juvenile Justice coalition. 

3. Continue the study of ethics in local government.

The LWVPBA Board recommends retaining current
program positions in the areas of Child Abuse and
Neglect, Library, Education, Local Law Enforcement,
Natural Resources, Local Mass Transportation and
Charter Government and the Yardstick for Good Local
Government.  
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LWV Pensacola Bay Area
Proposed Budget 2013-2014

Receipts    2011-2012   2012-2013    2013-2014
  Dues $ 5,600 $5,600 $6,325
  Member Contribution       800    1,600   1,600
  Non-member Contributions    0     0          0
  Fundraiser         50       100      200
  Publications       400      400      400
  Annual Meeting    1,200   1,200   1,400 
  Interest Income   20 20        10
  Guide to Elected Officials           0      700      700
  Grants (Ed Fund)       900   2,200      800
  Workshops/Forums   0   0             500
  LWV T-shirts     0   0     0
  From Reserves          0          0   0

Total Income    $    8,970    $  11,820    $  11,935

Disbursements:
Operational Costs
  Supplies $    50 $      50 $    50
  Postage       25  25       25
  PO Box Rental           45  50       60
  Insurance/Filings/ Solicitation    430       400     400
  Meeting Room Fees       50  50       50
  Miscellaneous       17    0     290

Board and Administration
  President Expenses      25    0 0
  Board Expenses      25    0 0
  Annual Meeting 1,200    1,700 1,400
  Membership Services    300       200    200

Delegate Travel/Affiliation
  Convention/Council (State)      300      450    450
  US Convention        0   1,000        0
  Legislative Seminar    300      450    500

Financial Support of League
  State PMP 1,673   1,530 1,950
  National PMP 3,345   3,200 4,000
  Lobby Fund Drive    400      400    400

Voter
  Printing and Mailing    120     110    175
  Postage       65            55      55

Program
 Publications    400     400    400
  Voter Service        0     800    100
  Guide to Elected Officials        0                 700    700
  Committee (Earth Day)      50       50      30
  Study Material 0  0        0
  Action      50             100      100
  Website    100     100    100
  Workshop/Forum 0  0    500

Total Expenditures   $   8,970     $ 11,820   $ 11,935

Submitted by the Budget Committee: Ellen Roston, Chair, Gwen
Gore, Hugh Turner, Courtney Winstead, Vivian Faircloth,  and
Marilyn Badessa, ex officio.

Proposed Slate of Officers
& Directors for 2013-2014

Officers:
Co-Presidents: Mary Gutierrez 2013-2014

 Haley Richards   2013-2014
1st Vice Pres: Shirley Lewis-Brown 2013-2014
2nd Vice Pres: Charlyle Parrish 2013-2015
Secretary: Bette Boddy      2012-2014*
Treasurer: Marilyn Badessa 2013-2015

 
Directors 2013-2015

Elizabeth Cook 2013-2015
Ellen Roston 2013-2015
Amanda Jo Combs Bowden 2013-2015

2013 Nominating Committee
Janet deLorge, Chair
Don Freeman
Carol Pulley

Submitted by the 2012Nominating Committee:
Marilyn Badessa, Chair
Miriam Birdwhistell
Deborah Nelson
Shirley Lewis Brown  
Haley Richards

    * Note: Completing a vacant position

Returning Directors:
Carolyn Kolb 2012-2014
Vivian Faircloth 2012-2014
Chelsea Schwitzerlett 2012-2014

LWVPBA Board announces 
Re-written Position 

Land Use-Port of Pensacola

Support the operation of the Port of Pensacola and its
property as a significant public resource, an important
part of the transportation system of the region and
State which should be managed to maximize public
benefit.
1.  Support the operation of the Port as both an
economic asset and a service to the region.
2.  Support continued efforts to diversify sources of
funding for the Port, consistent with local history and
culture and concerns for the environment.
3.  Support a governance structure which recognizes
the Port's regional impact and enhances effective
professional and fiscal management.  (2013)
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The 2013-2015 Guide to Elected Officials is
available for League members as well as the
public in Escambia and Santa Rosa counties.
Funding for this brochure was provided by the law
firm of Kerrigan Estes Rankin McLeod and
Thompson through the LWVF Ed Fund. League
volunteers will distribute the Guides throughout the
two counties and it will be available on the League
website, www.lwvpba.org for printing.

Bylaw Changes 2013-14

The Bylaws Committee is proposing no bylaw changes. 

   Submitted by Elizabeth Cook and Muriel Wagner

Haley Richards,
Recipient of 
LWV U.S.
Leadership
Scholarship 

H
aley Richards,
Secretary of
the LWV

Pensacola Bay Area, has been selected to be a Ruth S.
Shur Fellow by the League of Women Voters U.S. The
prestigious two- year fellowship will begin with Ms.
Richards attending the Ruth S. Shur Institute in
Linthicum, MD. The training there will prepare her to be
part of a national team which will work with state
Leagues to strengthen emerging leadership, raise the
organizations’ visibility, support membership recruitment
and enable them to have a more effective impact on their
communities. 

Ms. Richards is a Pensacola native and a 2003
graduate of Pensacola Catholic High School. She received
a BA degree in Secondary Education and Social Science
from Flagler College in St. Augustine, FL in 2007. She is
currently employed as the Bridges to Circles Community
Organizer with Catholic Charities of Northwest Florida.
Ms. Richards is a member of the Pensacola Young
Professionals Quality of Life Team, United Way of
Escambia County’s Emerging Leadership Society, and is
the president of the Toast of the Coast Toastmasters Club. 

The Ruth S. Shur Fellowship has been made possible by a
generous financial gift by Walter Shur of Pittsboro, NC in
honor of his late wife, Ruth, a prominent LWV member. 

Report of March League Meeting
Andrea Walker, 723-2112

D
avid Utter, Policy and Legislative Director of the
Southern Poverty Law Center spoke on the topic of
the Juvenile Justice System, March 16. This came

as a follow up to a program partnered by the SPLC and the
Escambia Youth Justice Coalition (EYJC) last month. Both
meetings were well-attended. 

First, Utter spoke briefly about other interests of
the SPLC. In addition to working on reform for the Juvenile
Justice System, the SPLC monitors hate groups in an effort
to stop violence before it happens. The Center works on the
Immigration Justice Project to stop abuse of and violence
toward undocumented immigrants; for example, the SPLC
sues companies that abuse power such as hiring illegals
then failing to pay. Teaching Tolerance provides powerful
information to schools and teachers with materials,
magazines, kits, and online sites. They produce
documentaries such as "Mighty Times," fight for gay rights,
work on school bullying policies, and fight for fair school
policies.

Utter suggests we approach the issue of reform
from two perspectives: racial disparity and school safety.
The SPLC has been working in Florida over three years and
in Escambia County about nine months. He believes
Escambia County has stood up well and responded to the
problems within the system and we could lead Florida in
true reform.
Utter maintains public policy is often driven by anecdote,
but school is still the safest place to be for children.
Nonetheless, in the arena of school discipline, what we
know is separated from what we do. Suspension and arrest
have negative results. 

Utter is a self-proclaimed former juvenile
delinquent who got into a lot of trouble but was never
arrested. He was allowed to age out of his delinquency, and
he was taught tolerance. He says consequences are
mandatory, but consequences must relate to the deed. From
the public safety perspective, harsh punishment for
juveniles does not make us safer. 

Utter reviewed the statistics he presented last
month (see February Voter).

Here are several informative sites:
www.djj.state.fl.us/research/delinquency-data/delinqency-p
rofile,  http://ocrdata.ed.gov/  and 
www.flsenate.gov/session/bill/2013/0812

He ended his presentation with suggestions.
What can we do?
1.  Join the EYJC
2.  Contact Senator Evers
3.  Expand the civil citation (as replacement of arrest
misdemeanors) 

See breaking news on page 6.

<chttp://lwv.org/blog/energized-leaders-invigorated-league
http://ocrdata.ed.gov/
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Breaking News!

To: Escambia Youth Justice Coalition Members,
 

A
mazing news!  Yesterday, after all of your trips to
Tallahassee, phone calls, emails and tweets to
legislators and Gov. Scott, one of the Florida

Campaign for Juvenile Justice bills not only got a hearing, it
passed without a single "no" vote!  SB 882 by Sen. Gibson
provides critical protective standards to ALL children in
juvenile detention, including prohibitions on the use of
pepper spray and Tasers, limitations on the use of solitary
confinement, and requirements that any sheriff or county that
detains children provide adequate staffing and programming.  

While it is not the end as we need to get the bill heard
and approved by the House and need to work with Sen.
Gibson to get it approved by the full Senate, it was an
incredible victory.  And it was a victory that happened
because of you.  Every week folks came from all over the
state to support FCJJ's legislation that will make a real
difference in the lives of our children, and every week you
demanded that our bills be heard.  After two powerful press
conferences, countless meetings and phone calls with
legislators and their staff, and what the press called a "sit in"
at the Governor's office, SB 882 was heard in the Senate
Committee on Criminal Justice.

It was not only heard, it passed!  And it passed
without dissent.  So powerful was your voice that the
committee's most loyal allies to Florida's sheriffs, the bill's
main opponents, voted "yes."  So powerful was your voice
that Chair Evers repeated, for the record, the shameful history
of SB 2112 and the importance of protecting all of Florida's
children.

In other exciting news, the Department of Juvenile
Justice's Secretary Wansley Walters will be coming to
Escambia County for a press conference to officially launch
the civil citation process. IT IS VERY IMPORTANT that
EYJC members attend the press conference on Monday,
April 22nd @ 12:30pm at the Sheriff's Office to show that we
are still fired up about juvenile justice. Please mark your
calendars.  There is much work to be done, but for now thank
you and onward!

Sara Latshaw | Regional Organizer, ACLU

Keyontay Humphries, Community Youth Advocate,
Southern Poverty Law Center

Calendar

April 
20 Saturday, 10:15 am  General Meeting,

Tryon Library, Sheriff Morgan, ‘Human
Trafficking: Enslavement in Modern
Society’. Program at 10:30 am. 

22  Monday, 12:30 pm, Press Conference at

Sheriff’s Office with Department of
Juvenile Justice's Secretary Wansley
Walters and the Escambia County Youth
Justice Coalition  on the civil citation
process. For information contact Carolyn
Kolb, 939-8653 or Sara Latshaw, 850-637-
4835 Come and show our continued
support!

29 Monday, 7:30 pm, Girl Rising screening. 
Check the Gathr website for ticket
availability.  http://gathr.us/screening/2715  

May
14 Tuesday, 5:30 pm Board Meeting at

Downtown Library on Gregory Street in the
new Conference Room.  Members are
welcome.

14 Tuesday, 10 am International Relations
Committee, Azalea Trace Auditorium;
Speaker: Gene Feicht, ‘Threat Assessment’. 
For further information, contact Gene Feicht
at 479-3352 or gf1 at students.uwf.edu.

15 Wednesday, 11:30 am - 1 pm, Natural
Resources Committee, Tu-Do Vietnamese
Restaurant,  7130 N Davis Hwy.    For more
information contact Mary Gutierrez, gutmry
at cox.net.

Annual Meeting
Saturday, May 25, 2013

   “Thru the Eyes of a NPR Reporter”

Luncheon Speaker: Debbie Elliott         

Registration 9:15. Business Meeting 9:30,

  Lunch 11:15 am

Angus Steak House, 1101 Scenic Highway

Details: see pages 3-5 & registration form on page 7

Note: LWV Pensacola Bay Area members are
actively involved with the Escambia Youth Justice
Coalition.  Contact Carolyn Kolb, 939-8653 to be
involved.

http://gathr.us/screening/2715
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Annual Meeting
May 25, 2013

Angus Steak House, Terrace Room1101 Scenic Highway

Registration: 9:15 am  h Business Meeting 9:30 am  h Luncheon Served 11:15 am

Luncheon Speaker: Debbie Elliott, NPR

The menu: House Salad with herb croutons

Lemon Herb Baked Chicken

Green Beans Almondine 

Grecian Roasted Reds

Greek layered chocolate cake

 Luncheon___ @  $26      ______

Individual dues  $55      ______

Additional member  $27.50 ______

Contribution for Advocacy  $   ______

My separate contribution to the Education Fund $    _____

( Tax deductible contributions require a separate check written to LWVF Ed Fund and sent to the treasurer.)

Name: ______________________________________

Name of Guest:_______________________________

Make your reservations by noon May 22th. Send your check to LWVPBA, P.O. Box 2023, Pensacola, FL 32513.

Cancellations after noon May 22th are non-refundable.  For further information about reservations call Haley

Richards at (850) 293-9565 or write hrichards at alumni.flagler.edu.

Dues are payable at the Annual Meeting. 

 Individual dues are $55 plus $27.50 for each additional household member (2 for $82.50) Student dues are

$27.50. Please mail your check to League of Women Voters, P.O. Box 2023, Pensacola, FL 32513. 
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The League of Women Voters of Florida, a nonpartisan political organization, encourages informed

 and active participation in government, works to increase understanding of major public policy

 issues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy.

Join the League of   Women Voters Today!

It’s easy!  Just send your check to:

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS  g  P.O. Box 2023, Pensacola, FL 32513

Name _________________________________________ Bi rth date   ____________  New Mbr? Yes/No

Address: _____________________________________ Ci ty _________State ____Zip_______________

Home phone (___)___________ Other (___)____________E-mail ______________________________ 

Add Family Member(s): ________________________        ________________ ____________________

DUES: $55.00 ______ Additional Mbrs @ $27.50 _______ Contribution_______ TOTAL____________     

Dues are $27.50 for a student enrolled in a certificate or degree program. 

� I’m renewing my membership.

Membership dues and gifts to the League of Women Voters are not deductible as charitable contributions for tax purposes.(Tax deductible
contributions require a separate check written to the LWV Florida Education Fund and should be sent to our local treasurer.)

League of Women Voters
of the Pensacola Bay Area

PO. Box 2023
Pensacola, FL 32513

                  

I am interested in the following areas (Circle all interests)
Education Natural Resources Social Policy Speaker’s Bureau
Public Relations Library Voter Service Website
Transportation Growth Management Membership Legislative Action
Hospitality Photography Naturalization Restoration of Felon Rights
County Government City Government State Government National Government
Newsletter Voter Registration Publicity Social Media
Ethics Study Historian Research Observer Corps


